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Honourable Members, 

It is a pleasure for me to intervene at today’s hearing and I would like thank you for the great opportunity.  

To achieve the goals of the EU Green Deal and the global vision of “Living in Harmony with Nature” for 2050, there is the 

need to rethink and reform our food systems. Scientific evidence has repeatedly shown how the currently unsustainable 

production and consumption patterns of our societies are having deep impacts on the natural environment, and how 

these repercussions will endanger the livelihoods of our future generations. 

Today’s question is “How can farmers enhance their environmental performance while ensuring economic and social 

sustainability?”. IUCN Europe has long been engaged in the EU agriculture discussion and just recently published a report 

titled “Approaches to sustainable agriculture” that could help answering this question. The report consists in a structured 

collection of unbiased information based on a literature review, reviewed by a number of key stakeholders from 

environmental and agricultural sectors, as well as academia. It is intended to be a helpful tool and referential document, 

useful for some time to come, with potential users including farmers, policy-makers and academics. In the study, we 

developed a list of what we consider the 14 key approaches to sustainable agriculture and for each of these we have 

outlined their definition, the principles guiding the approach, practices, challenges and opportunities. While the 

approaches have a number of practices in common, which can be considered truly sustainable, there are still great 

differences amongst them. Yet, that diversity is a strength in itself, the choice of approach depends greatly on the local 

contexts and specific individual priorities– hence each of them can be a viable option. 

The IUCN report can be used as guidance for the preparation and implementation of the national CAP Strategic Plans, 

including the eco-schemes and the agro-environment-climate measures. It might be helpful also to address the question 

included in the Parliament recent position on the CAP, when it asked the Commission to draft a non-exhaustive list of 

practices that could be applied under eco-schemes, as a stimulus for national capitals. Furthermore, we believe that public 

money should only finance sustainable actions, hence it is logic to assume that the CAP should finance only sustainable 

agriculture – and perhaps this comprehensive list we developed can help. 

In the end, to ensure the implementation of the goals of the EU Green Deal -including the ones of the EU Biodiversity 

Strategy for 2030-, we need a transformative approach to food production and distribution, as the UN Summit on 

Biodiversity recently concluded. For that, there is the urgent need for a number of measures. First, we should increase 

the ownership of European farmers over the biodiversity and climate targets, for which an enhanced dialogue amongst 

stakeholders should create the enabling environment for land managers to follow the societally desired path. In addition, 

we can explore ways to communicate positively about the possibilities of transformation: highlighting successful farmers, 

promoting positive stories and developing awards. In this context, we could use themes that easily link agriculture and 

biodiversity protection, such as pollinators. Initiatives like the International Coalition of the Willing for Pollinators or the 

EU Pollinators initiative, in which IUCN is and will be highly involved, are of help.  

Secondly, we need to develop common metrics on environmental performance about sustainable agricultural practices. 

This is an important gap currently. Work has already been done in this direction but it is still insufficient. We should work 

together to resolve this issue as soon as possible, perhaps during the upcoming one or two years -we can use wisely the 

time given by the delay in the start of the implementation of the future CAP-, and the preparation of the Strategic Plans.  

Thirdly, and of fundamental importance, we must finance this transition. The CAP is a perfect opportunity to make this 

happen, we need to steer away from biodiversity harmful subsidies, and instead promote sustainable approaches to 

agriculture.  

Finally, we also need political leadership of the European Parliament in the CAP trilogues for a Common Agricultural Policy 

able to deliver its environmental objectives. 

The COVID-19 outbreak reminds us that we are vulnerable and that we are part of nature. Failing to take care of nature 

means failing to take care of ourselves. Nonetheless, the pandemic also offers us an opportunity to rethink our current 

way of living, and therefore we have a chance to change our approach to crucial sectors such as agriculture: in the EU the 

new CAP should be our new green start, our transformative change. We hope legislators will grab this opportunity, and 

we offer our help in this endeavour. 

Thank you. 
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